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TRAINING OF FUTURE FOREIGN LANGUAGES TEACHERS
BY MEANS OF APPLICATION CLOUD SERVICES
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Kyrylenko N. M.,
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One of the ways to ensure the effectiveness of e-learning is producing and
application of e-learning resources developed on the basis of up-to-date information
and communication technologies posted on educational servers or other file servers of
the global Internet, with the possibility of permanent remote access to the data. We
state that as a result of the application of cloud technologies in the education process
of higher educational institutions, the level of students’ knowledge has improved [1].
Application of these technologies and methods qualitatively changes the education
process, provides, intensifies educational activities of future foreign languages
teachers, provides the necessary conditions for self-development and the ability to
continuously develop professional knowledge and apply it in their future profession.
Cloud technologies open a free access to their stored materials and documents;
application of video and audio files directly from the Internet (without additional
downloading to the computer); conducting on-line lessons, trainings, round tables; new
opportunities for research organization, project activities; organization of on-line
lessons, webinars, integrated practical classes, laboratory work; on-line
communication with students of other educational institutions of Ukraine and other
countries.

Having analyzed cloud services that are convenient to use in the education process
we concluded that special attention should be focused on the package of Google
services that are available and free for all users of the Google account. In the process
of research we considered Google services (Gmail, Google Drive, Google Docs,
Google Apps, Google Forms), as well as following services: Master Test, Learning
Apps, Youtube video hosting, Mental Maps, Tag Cloud, WordArt, Glogster,
Interactive multimedia posters, blogs. The described cloud services give a teacher an
opportunity to create high-quality education materials which allows to improve the
education process in e-learning and make learning more informative and interactive.
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L. Vygotsky emphasised that the first requirement for a teacher is that the teacher
should be “a real teacher before a mathematician, linguist, etc.” [1, p. 341]. Knowledge
of the foreign language by a FL teacher is self-evident, but it is an insufficient condition
for his professional competence. Beginning their professional career, a lot of graduates
face challenges in performing teacher’s functions, namely, the communicative-
educational function. In this respect, of interest is the problem of development
professional-communicative skills in prospective FL teachers (in our study — EL
teacher). Within this group of skills, we focus on the communicative-didactic skills,
which we understand as the ability not just to speak on a professional topic or to know
the material (e.g. grammatical rules, etc.) but the ability to explain/clarify the material
to the pupils.

For this purpose, it is relevant to pay special attention to the professionally-
oriented training in pre-service EL teacher education within practical language courses
as, for example, “Oral and written speech practice (the English language)” which
provides many opportunities for speech skills development.

Professionally-oriented training is understood as a set of methods, techniques
and means that ensure the professional orientation of the learning process aimed at EL
teacher professional development. In our study the focus is on the professionally-
oriented video projects as an effective means of pre-service EL teacher’s
communicative-didactic skills improvement.

These video projects were implemented into educational process of the English
Language and Literature BA program, the 4" year of study. As a part of their self-study
students were proposed to carry out an individual video project “Teaching in the
rhythm of the modern world: we create information content”. They were to choose a
grammatical theme (e.g. “Perfect Simple vs Continuous”, “Modal Verbs: Can and
May”, “Relative Pronouns: Who, Which, That”, “Present “Prepositions of Place”, “Tag
Questions”, etc.) or a lexical topic (e.g. “Describing Trends”, “How to Use Get”, “How
to Use Make and Do Correctly”, “How to Describe Your Feelings”, etc.) and to

explain/clarify this material to the pupils as teachers do. As content material they were
48



