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Анотація. В статті актуалізовано проблему сутності понять фонетика і фонологія 

та описано різні підходи до тлумачення означених феноменів. Також визначено основні 

відмінності між цими поняттями та на основі проаналізованих дефініцій висвітлено 

власний погляд на різницю між термінами фонетика і фонологія. 

Ключові слова: фонетика, фонологія, звуки мовлення, склади, інтонація і просодія. 

 

Introduction. Phonetics and phonology 

share a common interest in all things ‗phon‘, 

that is, related to the use of sounds in language. 

This definition shows the wide scope of the 

subject, ranging from study of the individual 

vowels and consonants used to form words in a 

particular language or dialect, to sounds which 

stretch over longer chunks of speech (stress, 

rhythm and intonation). Phonetics and 

phonology are two important intra-disciplinary 

branches of linguistics. Though closely 

interlinked and serving the same purpose, 

phonetics and phonology differ from each 

other to an extent that each has been given a 

separate disciplinary status. 

Analysis of recent research and 

publications. The relationship between 

phonetics and phonology has long been 

debated because both phonetics and phonology 

share a common interest in the sounds of all 

human languages, and because phonetics and 

phonology are often differentiated in terms of 

concrete phonetic scales vs. abstract 

phonological features. That‘s why the 

difference between phonetic and phonology 

was the object of investigation of many 

phoneticians such as P. Burleigh, B. Collins, U. 

Gut, M. Mees, R. Qureshi, P. Roach, P. 

Skandera and many others. This fact in turn 

determines the relevance of this study. 

The aim of the article is to show 

phonetics and phonology as two different fields 

of linguistics which are related to one another. 

The objectives are to outline the main features 

of both phonetics and phonology and indentify 

their pecuilaritives which differentiate them 

from each other. 

Main part. There are two fields or 

subdisciplines in linguistics concerned with 

pronunciation and sound, namely phonetics 

and phonology. Both of them describe and 

analyse speech from a different perspective. 

One conception of the most crucial difference 

of features between phonology and phonetics is 

found in the values of phonological and 

phonetic features.  

Primarily, with mentioning some of the 

definitions of these two fields will partly help 

to decide the similarities and differences 

between them. On his book ―Introducing 

Phonetics‖ P. Roach defines phonetics as ―the 

scientific study of speech… the central concern 

in phonetics are the discovery of how  speech 

sounds are produced, how they are used in 

spoken language, how we can record speech 
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sounds with written symbols, and how we hear 

and recognize different sounds‖ [5, 81]. 

Phonology, on the other hand, ―the study 

of the sound systems of languages. The most 

basic activity in phonology is phonemic 

analysis, in which the objective is to establish 

what the phonemes are and arrive at the 

phonemic inventory of the language‖ [5, 82]. 

Another definition is given by Beverly 

Collins and Inger M. Mees in ―Practical 

phonetics and phonology‖. They say that 

―phonetics is the term used for the study of 

sound in human language. The study of the 

selection and patterns of sounds in a single 

language is called phonology‖ [1, 9]. 

One more definition is introduced by Paul 

Skandera and Peter Burleigh in ―A Manual of 

English Phonetics and Phonology‖. They state 

that ―phonetics first of all divides, or segments, 

concrete utterances into individual speech 

sounds…and phonology deals with the 

speakers‘ knowledge of the sound system of a 

language. It is therefore exclusively concerned 

with language or competence‖ [6, 6-7]. 

To better distinguish between phonetics 

and phonology, it needs to consider their areas.  

Three different areas of phonetics can be 

distinguished: articulatory phonetics, acoustic 

phonetics and auditory phonetics. 

Articulatory phonetics analyses which 

organs and muscles are used by speakers to 

produce speech. 

Acoustic phonetics is concerned with the 

physical properties of speech sounds as they 

travel in the air between a speaker's mouth and 

a listener's ear. 

Auditory phonetics focuses on the effect 

those sounds have when they reach the 

listener's ear and brain. Phonetics is thus a 

linguistic field that draws heavily on other 

scientific disciplines including anatomy, 

physiology, neurology and physics.   

 Phonology can be divided into two areas: 

segmental and suprasegmental phonology. 

While segmental phonology deals with speech 

sounds, suprasegmental phonology is 

concerned with larger units such as syllabIes, 

words and intonation phrases [2, 6-7]. 

Some of the most prominent differences  

between  phonetics and phonology can be 

elaborated as follows [4]: 

- descriptive vs. theoretical: phonetics 

is a subfield of descriptive linguistics while 

phonology is an area of theoretical linguistics; 

- major field vs. sub-discipline: 

linguists often consider phonology a major 

field of linguistics. While, on the other hand, 

phonetics is regarded as a subfield placed 

under  phonology as shown in the diagram 

below; 

- phonological analysis vs. further 

studies: phonetics is the basis for phonological 

analysis. On the other hand, phonology is the 

basis for further work in morphology, syntax, 

discourse, and orthography design; 

- general speech sounds vs.particular 

sound pattern analysis: phonetics (the study of 

the physical aspects of sound) analyses the 

production of all human speech sounds, 

regardless of any language it is dealing with. 

Phonology analyses the sound patterns of a 

particular language by determining which 

phonetic sounds are significant, and explaining 

how these sounds are interpreted by the native 

speaker; 

- concrete vs. abstract: phonetics 

discusses the physical characteristics of speech 

sounds or signs, especially, their physiological 

production, acoustic properties, auditory 

perception and neurophysiological status. 

Phonology is primarily concerned with the 

abstract, grammatical characterization of 

systems of sounds or signs [4]. 

When we listen to someone's speech we 

constantly carry out 2 types of analysis:  
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- phonetic – in which we distinguish 

articulatory and acoustic characteristics of 

particular sounds and their combinations;  

- phonological – in which we 

determine the role of these sounds in 

communication [3, 25]. 

In this study we share the opinion of N. 

Malimonova and T. Merkulova who 

differentiate the two notions as follows: 

Phonetics is a branch of linguistics that 

studies:  

a) sounds in the broad sense, comprising 

segmental sounds (vowels and consonants) and 

prosodic phenomena (pitch, stress, tempo, 

rhythm, pauses); 

b) the ways in which sounds are organized 

into a system of units  and the variation of units 

in all types and styles of spoken language; 

c) the acoustic properties of sounds, the 

physiological basis of sound production  and 

peculiarities of each individual speaker [3, 25]. 

Phonology, as they say, is a purely 

linguistic branch of phonetics which: 

a)  deals with the functional aspect of 

sound phenomena;  

b) discovers those segmental and prosodic 

features that differ one language from another;  

c)   establishes the system of phonemes and 

prosodemes for each language;  

d)  determines the frequency of occurrence 

of these units in syllables, words, rhythmic 

groups and other sequences that form an 

utterance [3, 26]. 

Let's compare phonetic and phonological 

units studied by these disciplines: 

Table 1.1 

Phonetics Phonology 

speech 

sounds     

phonemes   

syllables syllables 

stress accentemes 

intonation prosodeme 

   So, it is evident that phonetics deals with 

a more concrete and practical level of real 

speech sounds while phonology studies a more 

abstract and general level of abstract units that 

make the sound inventory of a language. 

Phonology of segmental units (vowels and 

consonants) is called phonemics, phonology of 

intonation is called prosody (prosodemics, 

intonology) [3, 26]. 

 Conclusions. To conclude, phonetics 

and phonology are different but alike is to great 

extent true. It has been proved that phonetics is 

related to phonology and vice versa. Each one 

of these two linguistic subfields can be studied 

and presented depending on its own principles 

and rules. But more importantly, if we want to 

introduce or present any of these two concepts 

perfectly, we need to understand the difference 

and distinguish between these disciplines.  
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