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insult інсульт образа 

lunatic лунатик божевільний 

marsh марш болото 

puzzle пазл головомка 

velvet вельвет оксамит 

Німецька мова 

angel ангел вудка 

flagge фляга прапор 

messe меса ярмарок 

schlange шланг змія 

sense сенс коса 

spiel шпиль гра 

traum травма мрія 

zwicken цвікати щипати 

 

Отже, міжмовні омоніми або "хибні друзі 

перекладача" є важливим моментом, на який 

потрібно звертати увагу під час вивчання мов 

та спілкування з носіями інших мов. Для 

глибшого розуміння цього феномену була 

звернута увага на механізм його утворення та 

наведені приклади зі слов'янських та 

германських мов для ілюстрації прикладів 

досліджуваного явища. Перспективи 

дослідження міжмовних омонімів будуть 

залишатись завжди, не тільки через постійний 

розвиток та "еволюцію" мов, а й через 

глобалізацію сучасного світу. Запобігання 

непорозумінь між носіями різних мов є одним 

із найважливіших аспектів інтернаціональної 

комунікації.  

 

Стаття надійшла до редакції 

21.05.20 
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Introduction. English is a dominant global 

language of the 21st century. It is spoken at a 

useful level by some 1.75 billion people – a 

quarter of the world`s population. As the 

language of communications, science, 

information technology, business, entertainment 

and diplomacy, it has increasingly become the 

operating system for the global conversation. 

You hear it on television spoken by politicians 

from all over the world. Wherever you travel, 

you see English signs and advertisements. 

Whenever you enter a hotel or restaurant in a 

foreign city, they will understand English, and 

there will be an English menu [1, p. 8].  

Thanks to globalization – the process of the 

world becoming more connected – the English 

language is now being spoken all around the 

world. That means English is more alive and 

evolving faster than ever.  

Topicality of the research. One of the most 

obvious characteristics of Present-day English is 

the size and mixed character of its vocabulary. 

The vocabulary of English is undoubtedly very 

large. In December 2010 a joint Harvard/Google 

study found the language to contain 1,022,000 

words and to expand at the rate of 8,500 words 

per year. The Oxford English Dictionary lists 

more than 250,000 distinct words, not including 
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many technical, scientific, and slang terms. Thus, 

the problem of vocabulary enrichment is a 

crucial one. It has been extensively investigated 

by A.C.S. Chang, J. Read, S.A. Webb,  J. Algeo, 

A.C. Baugh,  Th. Cable and other researchers. 

The aim of the article is to study the reasons 

for the growth of the English vocabulary and to 

explore this process at its present-day stage.  

Main part. A living language leads a 

dynamic existence, it is constantly developing its 

internal and external resources, adapting to ever 

changing circumstances of social, cultural, 

political and scientific life, generating new forms 

and content and abandoning old ones, improving 

its expressive means and devices through their 

structural complication or simplification. 

Language is one of those spheres of human 

activity that are the first to bring reaction to 

social and other kinds of changes in human life 

and activities. English vocabulary is constantly 

growing, becoming more colorful and more 

diverse. Over time people create new words that 

express concepts or ideas that were previously 

expressed using other words or use words that 

may not have existed at all. Such words are 

called ―neologisms‖. 

The word ―neologism‖ is derived from from 

Greek from Greek νέο- néo-, ―new‖ and λόγος 

lógos, ―speech, utterance‖. The well-known 

―Dictionary of Linguistic Terms‖ by O.S. 

Akhmanova provides the following definition: 

―Neologism is a word or phrase created for 

defining a new (unknown before) object or 

expressing a new notion‖ [2, p. 263]. 

Some new English words are ones which have 

existed for a very long time, but are now used in 

unique combinations or have developed 

completely new meanings. Other new English 

words appear out of nowhere, being invented by 

creative people or being modified by other 

languages. 

Even more new English words are coming 

from the Internet, which is a powerful force for 

communication and creation. Internet slang is 

very popular in every language, and it has 

quickly become part of our usual, real-life 

expressions, so we are constantly discovering 

new words and meanings. 

New words are a wonderful thing to learn 

because they show the true beauty of language. 

They show us humanity‘s creativity can never be 

exhausted. They are also great for language 

learners to know, because new words are often 

very popular words. They will make you sound 

more cool and modern. Even if you do not use 

these new words when you are speaking, you 

will be able to understand what is meant when 

other people use them [3]. 

The most popular word in English now is to 

Meghan Markle, meaning ―to value yourself and 

your mental health enough to up and leave a 

room/ situation/ environment in which your 

authentic self is not welcomed or wanted‖. To 

Meghan Markle it is an ode to self-respect, a 

sermon to owning one‘s own boundaries. For 

example, people say: ―Man, when I go out 

tonight, I am so going to Meghan Markle it,‖ 

before going home early. Another example of the 

use of this phrase deals with relationships: ―I 

totally Meghan Markled my ex last night and 

never returned his texts‖ [4]. 

Some other popular new English words 

include: 

1) carbon sink (n)  

Definition: A forest, ocean, or another natural 

environment’s ability to absorb carbon dioxide 

from the atmosphere. A carbon sink is something 

natural that absorbs more carbon than it releases 

as carbon dioxide. Oceans, soil and plants are the 

biggest carbon sinks. 

2) freegan (n) 

Definition: A person who only eats free food 

that has been (or would normally be) thrown 

away. A freegan is a portmanteau of free and 

vegan. It is based on the idea that there‘s too 

much food waste in the world which could be 

https://www.fern.org/news-resources/what-are-carbon-sinks-332/
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consumed for free. Often a freegan will find their 

food in a supermarket dumpster or an urban 

garden without paying a penny. Freegan and 

freeganism were added into the Oxford English 

Dictionary in 2015, but the concept is expected 

to grow in 2020. 

3) plastic footprint (n) 

Definition: The amount of plastic that 

someone uses and then throws away in relation 

to the damage to the environment it causes. One 

way to reduce your plastic footprint is to stop 

using plastic straws and invest in a reusable 

water bottle. 

4) climate emergency (n) 

Definition: An urgent issue relating to the 

environment and climate which needs to be 

solved. ―Climate change‖ is a phrase that‘s been 

used for many years. The word ―change‖, 

however, sounds too soft to describe the current 

climate situation. People wanted to use a new 

term to explain the urgency of global warming. 

That‘s where the addition of ―emergency‖ comes 

in. 

5) bottle episode (n) 

Definition: An episode of a television series 

that is confined to one setting and isn’t expensive 

to produce. TV producers make Bottle episodes 

to save the budget for more expensive locations, 

e.g. ―Fly‖ in ―Breaking Bad‖ or ―The One Where 

No One‘s Ready‖ in ―Friends‖, which were both 

cheaply made and set in one place. There is a fun 

fact. In ―Friends‖, it worked so well, they 

included a bottle episode in every season! 

6) stan (adj) 

Definition: An extremely excessively 

enthusiastic and devoted fan (stalker-fan). 

7) nomophobia (n) 

Definition: Fear or worry at the idea of being 

without your phone or unable to use it. Most 

people get a nervy anxious feeling when they 

can‘t find their phone. It turns out we‘re all 

addicts, and there‘s a name for it. We might be 

suffering from nomophobia. 

8) screen time (n) 

Definition: The amount of time someone 

spends looking at an electronic device with a 

screen. This is an old word with a new meaning. 

It used to refer to the amount of airtime an actor 

or a product received on TV, now it‘s our ability 

to zone out whilst looking at our phones. 

9) child-free (adj) 

Definition: Used to refer to people who 

choose not to have children. The original word, 

childless, was criticized for sounding too 

negative because ―less‖ suggests there is 

something missing. So for those that make the 

decision not to have children, they may feel more 

empowered with the term ―child-free‖. 

10) peoplekind (n) 

Definition: A gender-neutral alternative to 

―mankind‖. 

11) they (n) 

Definition: Used to refer to a single person 

whose gender identity is not fixed. 

12) bluebird day (n) 

Definition: A day marked by cloudless blue 

skies. While skiers and snowboards may have 

heard this word before, it‘s only just been added 

to the dictionary. In a world where everything is 

Instagrammable, we have come to expect photos 

of clear sunny skies without a cloud in sight. 

13) buzzy (adj) 

Definition: Something that generates 

excitement and gets people talking. 

14) peak (n) 

Definition: Being at the height of popularity 

or attention. Mountains have peaks but this is a 

different meaning of the word. Used before the 

name of a person, product or cultural trend it tells 

us when something is at its best. For example –

The ―Lemonade‖ album was peak Beyoncé. 

15) sober-curious (adj) 

Definition: Experimenting with a period of not 

drinking alcohol. There was a time when being 

sober had a stigma. We now welcome a 

generation who are less fixated on drinking [5]. 

https://grammarist.com/new-words/freegan-and-freeganism/
https://grammarist.com/new-words/freegan-and-freeganism/
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16) weak sauce (adj) 

Definition: Something that is not good quality 

or something that does not perform well. The 

expression originates from the mild hot sauce at 

Taco Bell. It is a wanna-be sauce, since it is so 

weak that the spicy flavor is unnoticeable. It does 

not meet people‘s expectations for hot sauce. 

17) awesomesauce (adj) 

Definition: Something really cool. 

18) hangry (adj) 

Definition: You are bad-tempered and 

irritable – you are angry because you are so 

hungry. 

19) lookbook (n) 

Definition: Sets of photographs that promote 

their collections. The negative meaning can also 

indicate the photographs of pretentious people 

who can think only about fashion. 

20) ear tickler (n) 

Definition: This is someone who pleases other 

people with paying them a lot of compliments. It 

may also indicate nice behavior, as well as music 

that is a joy to listen to [6]. 

Conclusion. Thus, the central point in the 

development of a certain language is enrichment 

and enlargement of its vocabulary. The newly 

created or borrowed words known as neologisms 

after a certain period of being perceived as 

unusual and new entered the stock of the English 

lexicon as its integral part. The English language 

is fast at adapting to the changing world and, as 

it evolves, these new words appear from many 

different walks of life. Effective communication 

is impossible without having knowledge of 

modern trends and tendencies in various aspects 

of human activity that are immediately reflected 

in the language on their appearance. We have 

compiled a list of neologisms commonly used, 

especially by millennials, on social media and 

everyday conversation. 
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